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BREVI NOTE /SHORT NOTES

ANDREA CORSO, ANGELO SCUDERI & MICHELE VIGANO

BREEDING POPULATION OF SONG THRUSH TURDUS PHILOMELOS (Aves Turdidae) IN
SICILY, ON THE NEBRODI MTS

Una popolazione nidificante di Turdus philomelos (Aves Turdidae) in Sicilia, sui Monti Nebrodi.

From 2012 to 2016, singing males of Song thrushes Turdus philomelos C. L. Brehm, 1831 were
recorded in the area of the Peloritani Mountains (Messina, NE Sicily), chiefly on the south-east
slopes of Monte Antennammare. On 28.V1.2018, a breeding pair with active nest was recorded for
the first time in Sicily at Bosco di Camaro (619 m a.s.l;; 38°12'17.0''N, 015°29'55.3"E) (CORSO,
2019). According to CARABELLA (2022), the Ttalian breeding population of the species has shown a
positive trend during the period 2000-2014, with an average annual increasing of +4,7% of pairs;
such increasing reflected also into the breeding distribution range in Italy, chiefly with a clear expan-
sion in southern Italy, notably in Calabria (STORINO ez al., 2017; CORSO, 2019; CARABELLA, 2022). In
this context, it came with not much surprise the recent discovery of an extensive and apparently
well-established breeding population in Sicily, in a woodland area of the Nebrodi mountains. Here,
during April-August 2024-2025, we found several singing males and a few active nests, alongside a
few recently fledged juveniles. We estimated a minimum of 20 breeding pairs in the covered study
area in 2024, and a min. of 30 in April-August 2025 (Fig. 1). The breeding habitat is located in
mature mixed forest, mainly formed by old, mature beeches (Fagus sylvatica 1., 1753), between 1200
and 1600 m a.s.l. This is, up to date, the first record of a breeding population in Sicily, not only of a
single breeding pair as previously reported by CORSO (2019). We believe that, with further future
researches, additional breeding pairs will be found all over the Nebrodi mountains chain, with most
likely some breeding pairs also on Mt. Etna (where we already heard some singing males in April —
May 2024 and 2025) and in other mountains areas of Sicily.
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Fig. 1 — Breeding distribution of Song thrush Turdus philomelos on the Nebrodi Mountains (Messi-
na, NE Sicily) recorded during spring-summer 2024-2025.



