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Sirs,—Iu his paper on a collection of Birds made in
Northern Somaliland, Mr. D. A, Banncerman makes the
remark (p. 297) that the female of Passer castanopterus does
not appear to have been previously deseribed.  Mr. Bannerman
scems not to have consulted a paper of wine (¢Ibis,” 19035,
p. 509) on a most interesting collection made by Captain
AL L5 Hamerton in the same country, in which a deseription
of the female of this species was given (p. 518).

Yours &e.,

326 Hich Iolborn, H. F. Wirtnenrny.
London, W.C.

May 11th, 1910.

Stes,—1In the “Ihis” of April 1910, vol. iv. p. 359, it is
stated of two Yellow-browed Warblers (Phylloscopns super-
cilivsus) from Last Ross-shire that they ave < the first known
to have occurred on the Scottish mainland.”  May T point
out that these birds were recorded in the © Annals of Scottish
Natural History,” 1910, p. 55, as “the first record for the
autumn of the occurrence of this interesting migrant on the
mainland of Scotland,” and that the first actual record of
the Yellow-browed Warbler on the mainland of Scotland,
as also its first occurrence in spring in the British Isles,
were recorded in the © Annals of Scottish Natural History,’
1909, p. 183. The date of this interesting occurrence was
April 11th, 1909, near Lockerbie, Dumfriesshire.

Yours &e.,

Capenoch, Thornhill, Iven S. GLADSTONE.

Dumiriesshire,

May 30th, 1910.

Sirs,—~On the 28th of April last an example of the
Sencgalese Sand-Grouse (Plerocles senegalus) was obtained
at Santa Croce Camarina in the province of Syracuse, and
was forwarded to me in the flesh.

The specimen in question, an adult female, when shot,
was in company with another individual of the same specics,
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presumably its mate, on some rough uncultivated land,
and a very high wind from the cast was blowing at the
same time.

For this interesting addition to my Collection and for the
particulars concerning its capture I am indcbted to the
kindness of the Marquese Arczzo and his son the Duea di
Celano, large land-owners in the above-mentioned distriet.

I believe this to he the first recorded instance of the
occurrence of this bird not only 1 Italy, but in Earope.

I am, Sirs, yours &e.,
Villa Malfitano, Josgpr [. S. WHITAKER.
Palermo, Sicily.
June 2nd, 1910.

[We believe that Mr. Whitaker is quite correct in stating
that the Sencgalese Sand-Grouse has not heen previously
recorded in Europe. It s, however, well known in Nlgeria
and Tunis, sce Whitaker’s ¢ Bivds of Tunisia,” vol. 11
p. 210.—Lvp.]

Deatl of Licutenant Boyd Alevander.—Nost of our friends
will already be acguainted with the sad news of the death
of Lieutenant Boyd Alexander, who was killed on April
the 2nd in a skirmish with the natives at Nyeri, some 60 or
70 miles to the north-cast of Abeshr, the capital of Wadai,
while endeavouring to force his way from Lake Chad into
the Anglo-Egyvptian Sudan.  We hope to be able to give
some account of the life and work of this great Explorer
and Naturalist in our next number.

A rvare Jay in Berlin.—1t appears from a notice in
“The Field” (vol. exv. p. 779) that a living example of the
rare Jay, Garrulus lidthi, of the Loochoo Islands, has bheen
lutely reccived by the Zoological Garden of Berlin,  This
Jay was first deseribed by Bonaparte in 1830, and was
beautifully tigured by Wolf in the Zoological Society’s
“ Proceedings’ (1850, p. 80, pl. xvii.) from a single specimen
in the collection of Prof. van Lidth de Jeude, of Utreeht.



